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COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS 
 
SUFFOLK, ss.                     BUILDING CODE APPEALS BOARD 
           DOCKET NO. 11-999 
______________________________ 
      ) 
Williams College,   ) 
Appellant                          ) 
     ) 
v.     ) 
     )      
Town of Williamstown,  ) 
Appellee                          ) 
______________________________) 
 
BOARD’S DECISION ON APPEAL 
 
Introduction 
 
 This matter came before the State Building Code Appeals Board (“Board”) on Appellant’s 
appeal application filed pursuant to G.L. c.143, §100 and 780 CMR 122.1  (“Application”).  
Appellant is seeking a variance to allow an alternative exhaust rate for the atrium control system 
under 780 CMR 909.8.1 with respect to the renovation of the Stetson Library located on the campus 
of Williams College, Williamstown, MA.   
 
Procedural History 
 
The Board convened a public hearing on May 17, 2011, in accordance with G.L.c. 30A, §§10 
& 11; G.L.c. 143, §100; 801 CMR 1.02; and 780 CMR 122.3.  All interested parties were provided an 
opportunity to testify and present evidence to the Board.   
 
Discussion 
 
 The renovation project includes the construction of a five-story atrium, which will require a 
smoke control system.  Appellant provided evidence that the proposed exhaust system would 
constitute a compliance alternative pursuant to 780 CMR 909.8 (780 CMR 109.4.1) (7th Edition) and 
would be specifically allowed under the 8th Edition (2009 IBC). 
   
Conclusion 
  
The Board made a motion to allow (grant) a variance from 780 CMR 909.8.1 (7th Edition) 
(“Motion”).  The Motion was approved by a unanimous vote. 
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Any person aggrieved by a decision of the State Building Code Appeals Board may appeal to 
Superior Court in accordance with G.L. c.30A, §14 within 30 days of receipt of this decision. 
 
 
DATED:  June 15, 2011 
 
